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Millenium Development Goals

by Rev. Jerry Townsend

/ More than a billion people live on less than one dollar a
// \ day. More than fifteen thousand people die each day
{ from preventable diseases, such as malaria, AIDS and

— tuberculosis. Political terrorism feeds on the frustrations
of the poor and the uneducated. Our environment
decays.

\ To meet these goals, the General Convention urged

each diocese, congregation and parishioner to give 0.7%
T h (seven cents of every ten dollars) toward the MDGs in
The General Convention of the Episcopal Churcthe next year. You may see red buttons with “0.7% -
in Columbus this past June received much What One Can Do” left over from Convention. Our

publicity for its debates on how the Church treat&n Bishop and Diocesa
issues of sexuality and for electing a woman as our Council have adopted this In This Issue
Presiding Bishop for the next nine years. However, tHer Ohio’s diocesan budge

major decision came in the area of Mission. The Mi”egunl‘ Development
oals

assembled bishops and the lay and ordained deputieA “ONE Episcopalian”

strongly approved a new way of thinking about our campaign has been estal Evelyn's Epistle

mission in the world. They adopted the Millenium lished to support the

Development Goals (MDGSs) as the top priority for ouEpiscopal Public Policy Cruise Ship St.

work in the next three years, replacing the previous Network’s work in per- James

priority of evangelism/Church growth. suading our Federal ;ﬂg?‘;i'bove
government to increase it; Bishop's Visit

The MDGs were developed by the United Nations aadget for fighting global

way of understanding the urgent need to find a new poverty by 1%. White Anniversaries and

Birthdays

balance of resources in the world. 191 nations have wristbands saying “One” Flowers

adopted them. In short they seek to “eradicate poversow one’s support of this
on earth”. They establish eight specific tasks for the campaign. Mission Statement
near future (2015). Volunteering

What does this mean for . .
Speaking of Movies

1. eradicate extreme poverty and hunger; as individuals in the pews

2. achieve universal primary education; Eradicating global poverty Editors Bit
3. promote gender equality and empower women; may seem like an impos-

4. reduce child mortality; sible dream, not worth Scriptorium
5. improve maternal health; aiming toward, but the 9 Calak
6. combat HIV and AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis and supporters of the MDGs

other diseases; believe that these goals aieRREIIYA M)t
7. ensure environmental sustainability; achievable — if we suppor

8. build global partnership for development, aid and them and work toward  [EERAUCEREEU
trade. (cont. p.3)




Editorial
Information

The Joyful Noise is
published monthly
September through
June as a ministry of St.
James Episcopal
Church. Submissions in
accord with the Mission
of St. James are
encouraged. The
address of the Editor is
429 Kinney Circle,
Wooster, OH 44691 and
you may e-mail:
astolat@sssnet.com

Contributors this
month include:
Richard Figge
Damon Hickey
Evelyn Manzella
Joyce Roe

Jerry Townend

Folders for the last
issue were:
Martha Dutton
Gladys Hunter
Evelyn Manzella
Ken Plusquellec
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Please add your
name to the sign
up sheets on the
bulletin board for
greeters and

Coffee Hour hostg
hostesses.

Astolat

Publications

Fall Ingathering Sunday is November 12th, 2006.
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from Joyce Roe

Do you have a blue UTO box or UTO blue envelope?
There are some in the south vestibule and also in the
Parish Hall on the table with the UTO poster.

From the Diocese of Delaware: “| count my blessings each
day with prayers of joy and sometimes sorrow, but what
really counts is the joy of putting coins in the box to care
and provide for the needs of the others. Amen.”

Saint James Episcopal Church

Corner of East North and Market Streets, Wooster, OH (330) 262-4476
Parish Hall: (330) 262-4488
Web Address: http://www.stjameswooster.org/index.html
E-mail: saintjameswooster@earthlink.net
Holy Eucharist Services
8:00 am and 10:00 am Sunday, 7:30 am Wednesday

Staff
Rector - The Reverend Evelyn N. Manzella
Organist - Jason Metheney
Choir Director - Ned Brooks
Parish Secretary - Gladys Hunter
Pledge Secretary - Pat Watson
Treasurer - John Cook
Ass’t Treasurer - Stewart Fitz Gibbon
Liz Glick - Bookkeeper

Joyful Noise Editor - Russell T. Cross

(330) 262-1930
(330) 769-2867
(330) 264-9495
(330) 682-0117
(330) 263-7811
(330) 263-0073
(330) 263-7676
(220) 263-4048

(330) 345-1416

When there is no priest available, call Senior Warden, Jim Riché38@} 264-2608or Junior WarderCelia
Smart at(330) 262-029% case of emergency.

2006 Vestry

Jean Barnes (06) (330) 345-8586
Gwen Bayless (330) 264-1874
Brad Burns (07) (330) 263-7504
Velda Cross (06) (330) 345-1416
Sue Gorman (07) (330) 262-0973
Mary Hickey (06) (330) 262-7059
Peggy Hockett (08) (330) 345-7825
Roger Kienzle (08) (330) 262-4262
Jim Richard (06) (330) 264-2608
Jane Richardson (08) (330) 264-4342
Celia Smart (07) (330) 262-0299
Tim Urang (07) (330)682-0118

The Collect for St. James'’: “almighty and everlasting God, who didst move Thy servants in times past to establish and sustain
this parish of St. James: Grant us grace so to follow their good example that we in our time may fulfill Thy will for wirnigy kno
loving, and sevring Thee and Thy people; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.”

The Mission of St. James Episcopal Church is to be an inclusive community of God’s people, appreciative and accepting of each
other’s gifts, who welcome all who desire to be strengthened, and loved by our Lord through offerings of worship, spiritual
growth, service, and pastoral care.




MDGs (from page 1) | have found such incredible freedom in giving. It
means making choices about what | need and what |
want, about luxuries and necessities. One of the great-
est freedoms is | don't feel guilty about how | give out
of what I've been given.

them together. Our next PB believes that the MDGs
“have much to teach us about how we pursue our
mission at the congregational, diocesan and national
levels.”

For me, giving isn’t just about money; it's about making

How can we do that? . o
The ONE campaian beains by praver and wearin thch0|ces about how | use all my resources, my abilities,
paig 9 y pray 9 ﬁ\y interests, and the most-stretched resource... my

wristband to remind ourselves and others that we ar%ime. Late this summer, | realized that | had become too

committed to ending poverty. far overextended. All those once-a-month commitments
had added up to half a month. | have been working to
Qiscern what things do | bring special gifts to, be it
passion or expertise, and what things can someone else
do better than me. | have been letting go of half of what

| have been doing outside the parish. By the middle of

We can support local and regional agencies, PrograMg;ic month, I should have the way | spend my time back
and political leaders who share these priorities in their. X

work — or demand that they do so. into a healthy balance.

We can provide financial support to the work of Episc
pal Relief & Development and other programs which
work to relieve disaster and poverty.

. : Time has become the valuable commaodity in our
We can pay more attention to the way we live our own -
. culture. More organizations, clubs, work, demand our
lives and how we spend our own resources. How often S

; . ||ane then ever before. When thinking about where you
do we see connections between our own spending anfe willing to spend your time, | want you to consider
the effects it may have on others in the world? Do we '

think about “love of our neighbor” when we spend your commitment to God. Most organizations, local

- . 9 en We sp agencies, and even recreation (sometimes especially
money: Do the businesses and multinational Cor,gorafecreation) serve important needs in our community.
tions we support wor_k towa_rd these goals or not? Th'i\nd the members of our congregation are widely
can be avery compllce_\ted issue but the M.DGS _caII u?ecognized as being active in serving in Wooster. | am
to consider such questions as we seek to live fa'thfu”iﬁ'roud of how widely you take your ministries into the

local community and into the diocese. But | want you to
remember that all those secular organizations have the
entire area to call on for help. The ministries of St.

The Rev. Jerry Townsend is the Diocesan liaison to tﬁames have only its members to do the work of the

National EAGR (Episcopalians for Global Reconcilia- church.
tion).

Yours, in Christ,
Jerry Townsend

One of the joys of a smaller congregation is that there is
intimacy and closeness in which everyone is known and

supported. One of the demands of a small parish is that

the needs are met by a smaller number of people. For a
small church to be healthy and to grow into its ministry,

it takes members to commit to the ministry of the

church by giving their resources of time and money.

Evelyn’s Epistle
My Dear Friends,

| had an encounter last month that
want to share with you. | was

visiting with & member of the Everything in life, for me, is about the old word “stew-
church who in the course of our ardship.” It's making decisions about where | allow God

conversation said she didn’t know that | pledged to St pe in my life and how I respond with who | am, how
James. | was more than a little shocked to hear that.l lam. and what | have. | pray you find God to be’the

feel like I'm constantly telling people about the freedo@tarting point of all your decisions.
of giving. When | got out of seminary, | made a commit-

ment to tithe (10%) of all my income. For the first few|, peace,

years it was hard... it sometimes took more trust in GE@elyn

than | felt | had. Nowadays, tithing is the starting point.
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POTTERY PAINT-  roni and cheese, pork and beans, spaghetti and sauce,

ING PARTY applesauce, complete pancake mix, syrup, dry cereal,
Thursday, October 19 canned vegetables and fruits, and chicken noodle,
1:00 p.m. tomato, vegetable and creamed soups.

156 E. Liberty St.
Starting October 15 you may bring your contributions to
= The sign up sheetis the church hall any time the church is open (services,
= <= on the hall bulletin Bible study, meetings, choir practice, etc.) Place your
= h board. The basic donations by the north (piano) wall for temporary
Cr‘Ll Y4 5 |p details are given on it. storage. If you need help bringing items into the church,
Questions? See or  please call the office or Janice Miller 330-262-1166.
S'I' James call Peggy Hockett
Peqgy Hockett (330)345-7825 Our very ambitious rector, Evelyn Manzella, has again
There are two offered to purchase food for you if you are unable to
examples of painted pottery on the serving table in thghop. We are very appreciative of her offer.
hall. The dragon is by our 4-year-old granddaughter and
the wizard was done by me. Come and have a good Sunday, October 22 we will weigh the donations during
time creating and chatting; feel free to bring family or the coffee hour following the second service. Come join
friend. us as we watch the pounds add up.

BOAR'’S HEAD/ YULE LOG FESTIVAL
DECEMBER 30, 2006

TRINITY CATHEDRAL, CLEVELAND
3:00 p.m.

¢ 00 '
There is little information about this event now as they ’

are still asking for players and choir members. Once we = -~.;'1‘" BUS TRIP /
get the information if 20 or more people are interested = )/

we will try to put together a cruise ship adventure. alale @ . '

Possible future events:
» A Progressive Dinner S -

* Board game night or bingo (for snacks or whitgjy, Wallls the edltor oSOJourners Magazinand the
elephant prizes); this will include children and bgthor ofGod’s Politics, is speaking at Ashland

held in the church hall. University on October'd There will be a bus leaving
* Bowling Wooster from Trinity UCC. The cost of the bus is
$14.You can reserve by calling Trinity UCC during
: business hours.
Ton of Love Food Drive o -

Our fourth annual food drive will be held October 15-22-
We have collected three tons of food the past three
years for People to People. Can we add another 2000
pounds? If every single person brings in 10 Ibs. or more
and a family brings in 20 Ibs. or more we will be able to
help numerous neighbors who are struggling to make
ends meet.

A VISIT FROM THE

BISHOP /

Check your pantry, watch for sales, and ask your  Bishop David Bowman'’s visitation is November 5.
neighbors, co-workers and extended family membersApyone who would like to be confirmed or received as
contribute. Suggested nutritious non-perishable food a member of the Episcopal Church should speak to
items are peanut butter, jelly, saltines, tuna fish, macasvelyn as soon as possible.




October Birthdays October Anniversaries

1 Jessica Graser 7/00 Merlin and Linda Peterson
2 Kelly Aughenbaugh 8/83 Roland and Carol LaScala
Dick Watkins . — 20/84Jim and Nancy Grifo
8 Jane Baserman, N Very Hoy: C%g o 21/78Carl and Cynthia Smith
Julie Henderson . @&ﬁmﬁdo\f *  24/70Pete and Margo Miller
John Hockett : - 29/88Bill and Roseanne Anfang
9 Sarah Cook
13 Evelyn Manzella When you or a member of your family is in
Elsie Miller the hospital, please let the office know.
15 Carrie Bonvallet Due to new privacy regulations, the
18 Lowell Reynolds hospital is no longer allowed to give us that
19 Peter Sanford : :
information
Mervyn Swanson
20 Margo Miller . .
21 Eliza Symonds ; Th_e bI_ack mallbox in front of the
25 Thelma Rinfret VEH€CK offlce_ls being gsed by the apartment
27 Velda Cross | ITH‘|§... _upstalrs for mail. Pleask_) not put
Bradley Richard '|tems in therei for the office. You
30 Dan Gorman may use the mail slo_t or leave items between the doors
Damon Hickey to the right of the mailbox, but please let the office
know.
Vg
o . Brown Bag: Oct. 12
- ° O Lorelei Bowman Communion can be brought to you at
/J,E)VLU&(@:A— . Brown Bag: Oct. 19 — home or in the hospital whether you
@\N@K@%\ Mercury Brass leanq;p find you cannot make it to church for
e - ;
- d . Brown Bag: Oct. 26 . f:’ two weeks_, or two months.i Please
@ Musica Eelice call the office if you would like to

arrange for communion.

For those people who don't have
computer and would like to be

added to the telephone tree, pleas
call Pat Petsch at (330) 262-9506
Nancy Slaydon at (330) 262-8561.

The cost for flowers is $40 plus tax for two arrangements. You are welcome to share
dates with another family. If you wish to donate, please sign the calendar in the North
Street Entrance. Flowers are ordered by Velda Cross, altar guild directres€adimom
Patt-ibles who sends a bill to the parishioner. If you have special instructions, please
indicate it on the calendar or give Velda a call on (330) 345-1416. The flowers are yours
to take after the 10:00 service

Oct 1 Ruth and Charlie Brown in honor of their children
John and Peggy Hockett in honor of John’s birthday and the birthday of their granddaughter Anna
Oct 8 Merlin and Linda Peterson in memory of their parents

Oct 15 Joan Stanford in memory of loved ones
Oct 22 Cyril Ofori and Amela Laing
Oct 29 The Slaydon family in memory of Roger

The 2006 flower calendar is posted in the North Street entrance, if you would Tike to provide flowers for the
Sunday services. °



First Sunday
Presentations

First Sunday Presentations begin in
October

Sunday, October 1

Margo Miller’s audio-visual show,
The Creatures of Antarcticaa
result of Margo and Pete Miller’s
recent trip to the Antarctic.

The following Mission Statement was adopted by the LR
Vestry at the September Vestry Meeting. We believe it S P [ A K [ R
reflects who we are and how we are called to grow as

Christians and as a community.

Sunday, November 5
Joe Messner will speak on his
writing narrative essays/meditations.

St. James’ Mission is to GREET, GROW, and GIVE in

the name of Jesus. Coming Soon

Kevin and Kyle Ofori on their journeys to Ghana in

« We greet all persons as children of God. West Africa.

* We seek to grow in knowledge of God’s Word
and will in our lives as individuals and as a
community.

» We give of ourselves and our resources to
God’s use to live into the ministry God gives us

More information to come in future issuesldife
Joyful Noiseand in St. James bulletins.

People To People: Volunteering

Rationale: _ Thinking of Volunteering? We have flexible jobs; pick a
I have compiled the ideas from last years Vestry  gpecific area such as men’s work clothes, shoes, or the
members of why St. James church exists and | haveyngerwear department. Come take a tour and learn
held “exit interviews” with the people who have movegpout the opportunities that we have available in the
away from Wooster, and | have been listening to whejg,q pantry, clothing room, and toy department. Call
the energy is in the congregation. The common themﬁ,ﬁndy at (330) 262-1662 Ext. 212 to plan a visit.
are. _ _ _For several years People To People Ministries has been
* we are a welcoming, warm, caring congregatiffyited to assist Quailcrest Farms at their food booths
* there s a desire for education for all ages angyyring their annual Herbfair. Stop by and meet some of
spiritual programs that foster individual growth oy yolunteers. Perhaps you have always wanted to
as Christians, learn about some of our volunteer opportunities ...now

* thereis a deeper sense of living into God's  yoy can get it from the - ah — “sources” mouth!
ministry of reconciliation and care through

Outreach, Peace and Justice, Pastoral Care,
and Hospitality, and care for our facilities.

» thereis a deep commitment to living beyond our
own walls.

The Outreach Committee is looking for

new members. If you are interested,
please call Sue Gorman at (330) 262-097

QUTREACH
F




; ; ently dies and is brought back to life on stage. The

The lllusionist illusion is so impressive that the crown prince arranges a
I remember my delight, while studying Latin in schootommand performance. On that occasion, before the

and coming to passive infinitives, reading the phrasassembled nobility, Eisenheim performs an illusion that
“Populus vult decipi.”—The people want to be de-  seems to question Leopold’s fithess to accede to the
ceived. It charmed me because | thought it was a  imperial crown, and the insulted crown prince tells his
celebration of magic and the eagerness of the public @hief Police Inspector Uhl (Paul Giamatti) to close
be fooled and astounded. | later learned that the entilewn the rest of Eisenheim’s Vienna run.
phrase, from a ¥ecentury Italian cardinal, Carlo
Caraffa, was more cynical than that: “Populus vult ~ Police agents are following Sophie’s movements,
decipi, decipiatur.”—The people want to be deceivedostensibly for her own protection. It is discovered that
so let them be deceived. | guess our Latin class hadshe and Eisenheim are secretly meeting, and Inspector

come to the subjunctive yet. Uhl has the illusionist brought to
him. Uhl is an ambitious man. Like
The phrase, and the original notion of Eisenheim, Uhl, the son of a

butcher, is a commoner. If he does
the bidding of Leopold, he has the
chance of becoming mayor of
Vienna, perhaps even the head of
Parliament when Leopold becomes
emperor. He assures Eisenheim
that he means well by him. He tells
The film, based on Steven Millhauser’s short story him not to challenge the Habsburgs
“Eisenheim the lllusionist,” tells the story of a young and warns him of the danger of what he is doing. His
magician. A fabled chance encounter with an old concern for Eisenheim is genuine, for there is a human
illusionist revealed to the boy the power and fascinatisympathy there as well as a deep fascination with the
of illusion, and he embraced it as his life’s work. illusionist’s powers.
Eisenheim, the son of a Hungarian cabinetmaker,
became friends with the daughter of an aristocratic It is not only Eisenheim’s interest in Sophie that threat-
family. Since they were of different classes, her familgns Leopold. The illusionist’s audiences are taking his
forcibly separated them and threatened to arrest botlwork very seriously, and some begin to speak of the
him and his family should he try to see her again.  establishment of a republic of the spirit. Leopold takes
Friendship and love were thwarted by the arrogancetbfs to be subversion. The film plays at more than one
class and power. level with the adversarial relationship of artist and
politician. The crown prince’s anger increases as public
Grown to manhood, Eisenheim (Edward Norton) has unrest grows. Uhl warns Eisenheim to desist, but the
become a prominent performer, and during a well- illusionist promises one more unforgettable perfor-
received run in Vienna, his performance is attended bypance.
the Emperor’s son, Crown Prince Leopold (Rufus
Sewell). (Don't bother trying to find this Leopold in theParts of the plot may seem preposterous in retrospect.
Habsburg dynasty’s history. He was invented for the All the more credit, then, to the filmmakers, for pulling
film’s story, his political aspirations vaguely suggestedus into this world of the late years of the Habsburg
by those of Crown Prince Rudolf, who had his own Empire. Ondrej Nekvasil's production design and Dick
unhappy story.) Pope’s cinematography atmospherically evoke the world
of late 19' century Vienna, and to spend 110 minutes
Eisenheim asks for a volunteer from the audience, aridere is a pleasure to be savored. (As with Milos
the crown prince offers his intended, the Hungarian Forman’sAmadeusby the way, Prague stands in here
Duchess Sophie von Teschen (Jessica Biel). In SopHigr Vienna.)
Eisenheim recognizes his childhood love. Sophie appar-

delight in deception, came to mind again
as | watched Neil Burger¥he
lllusionist. But then, so did the further
dimension, for this thoroughly entertain-
ing film is a story of illusion and trickery
on many levels.

(cont. p.8)

7



The ”IUSIOnISt (from page 7) This contrasts with eight days previous when | was in a
Edward Norton is superb as Eisenheim, subtle and ju$tiwanese hotel room with wooden floors, a bed some
as layered as the character demands. Jessica Biel gh##ches off the ground, a television with many chan-
Sophie a grace and personal warmth and substancenhkgof excited but totally unintelligible Taiwanese Sell-
make it believable when she stands up to Leopold. O-Vision, and a bathroom that was close to being larger
Rufus Sewell’s crown prince is at once cruel and selfthan my current venue.
pitying. He is brilliant but unstable and driven by a
conviction that he alone can save the empire and is Clearly | am getting soft in my old age. Time was when
justified in seizing any means possible. Paul Giamatti, invas happy to wedge myself into a sleeping bag inside
a striking change of casting, more than carries his  a six- by two-foot one-man tent; or curl up on a near-
weight as Chief Inspector Uhl. Perhaps we are drawfiead couch in a student house after a party. My my,
to him because he is the most intense and careful how things have changed.
watcher in this film, a fascinated observer of illusions,
whether performed on stage or in the imperial governThe idea of Comfort as an aim in life seems to creep up
ment. His character changes more significantly than amyyou like a cat stalking a robin. Then you wake up one
other in the story, and he plays it with a subtlety and day believing that anything short of near-opulence in
conviction that are entirely believable. your surroundings will do. It's not enough to have just
light in your room, but it has to be a blend of varying
The film is an absorbing entertainment, a magical shadows cast by a series of wall-mounted spots and
reminder of why we love movies. Even after its startlifigor-standing torchiéres. Nor is it sufficient to drink a
conclusion, knowing what had been hidden, | wanted pdain, old cup of coffee. If it's not a monsooned Indian
see it again. Do its makers intend it to be more than bean, roasted for 15 hours then ground to a precision
entertainment? If so, it would be in its underlying thengyain, then it's just warm, brown, bitter liquid.
of illusion as a weapon. Corrupt regimes dispense
illusions to control and distract the public. “There’s noti'an not suggesting there’s anything intrinsically wrong
trick they don’t know,” says Inspector Uhl. On their with wanting to be comfortable. Hair shirts are no
own territory, they are beyond the law, as the film  substitute for a silk-cashmere mix, and self-flagellation
makes clear. Who, then, cannot be pulling for the is best left to those who still think that dating involves
sympathetic trickster, who, by the brilliance of his art, dragging a woman by her hair back to your cave and
seeks to bring down the tyrant? showing her the saber-toothed tiger you killed earlier
that morning. No, comfort is OK and | would recom-
mend it to all my pampered friends.

The Editor’s Bit

=8 There is stunning good chance
) that you are reading this late. |
know because | am writing this at
3:30 am from a Spartan college in
the University of Leicester,
England. Clearly | have been out
of school for too long because |
can’t believe that | was able to liv
¢ for two years in a room like this.
Apart from the luxury of a “PG
i Tips” tea bag, there isno TV, no
radio alarm, no wireless Internet,
and no artwork whatsoever on any wall — unless you

| suppose what | am really reflecting on is how easy it is
to forget the difference between needs and wants. Here
in Leicester Ineeda bed, but ivanta TV, radio, and

other conveniences. No TV — the most fearsome
punishment known to teenagers — means | have to read
a book or maybe finish this edition of the Joyful Noise.
Similarly, when | start to feel annoyed because | haven't
been given a free upgrade to business class seating,
$hen I have to remind myself that it's only because |
wantbusiness class but really omigeda seat to get

from A to B in a timely manner.

The job of advertisers is to change your Wants into
; . s Needs because needing something is much more likely
count the "What to do in case of fire” sticker on the y, oq 1t 4 purchase. The mid-night infomercials can

lback_ of thet d(f)?r: AII_|n da”, Ihm r;lol\f.v (i[qnvlllng_?_d that be classics in from perspective, with a cheeky British
seoipellrl;?eocuhoci)ce Exgp?maﬁaaml rjn Itshe gmj: dufrll(;i?guys talking excitedly about the latest invention that will

(cont. p.11)




_ _ i Colorado State University and has designed the majority
Jean VanierBecoming HumanPaulist Press, || of sjaughterhouse facilities in the U. S. It's her autism,
1998. $9.95 which forces her to think pictorially and concretely
rather than abstractly, that gives her the ability to see the
he First-Year Seminar | teach at the College of World as other animals see it, and then to communicate
Wooster is called “Being Human in the Twenty- that perception to her fellow humans. For her, autism
First Century.” This is the third year I've taught it, anchas become a “different ability” as much as a “disabil-
each year my emphasis has shifted. When | began, ity.”
was most interested in the technologies that are being
developed to extend human life and enhance humanln recent years, genetic screening has opened the way
abilities—robotics, nanotechnology, genetic engineerifgl Prospective parents to abort pregnancies in which
artificial intelligence—and that could lead to such ~ the child is likely to have a genetic defect (or, for that
sweeping and unanticipated changes in us and our Mmatter, the “wrong” sex!). In-vitro fertilization (IVF) en-
world as to make humans even stranger to our descables parents to select among a number of embryos the
dants than Neanderthals are to us. One of the dangeng with the “best” genetic profile. Who can blame par-
of technologies designed to enhance human abilities B1ts for wanting their children to be healthy, talented, at-
that they're likely to become available first to those wH@active people? Isn't it understandable that they would
are already the most privileged, be- choose not to begin a pregnancy

cause only they will be able to af- knowing that the result would be a
ford them. As a result, these en- lifetime of expense and heartache?

hanced humans will be in an even And aren’t we all a little shocked to

better position than their parents to learn that some hearing-impaired
possess and control wealth and parents would prefer to have chil-
power. Meanwhile, ordinary, un-en- dren with hearing impairments in-
hanced people could be relegated t stead of “healthy,” “normal” chil-

a permanent underclass that is far dren? Let’s face it: even if we say
ther and farther removed from god-£+ that “disabilities” are “different abili-
like, enhanced humans who imprové ™ ties,” as a society we’'d prefer (and

with each succeeding generation. we're willing to spend large sums of
money to ensure) that genetically-

transmitted disabilities aren’t passed
on to the next generation.

I'm still interested in that issue, and
we’ll spend a good deal of time on it
later in the semester. But I've be-
come even more interested in what
might be called the “underside” of |
human enhancement, namely hu-
man disabilities. Technological en- cally different way. Vanier is a
hancement would raise the bar on French-Canadian Roman Catholic
what is seen as “normal,” and ren- navy veteran who co-founded

der “subnormal” many who are nor+ Book reviews Eg . I'Arche (French for “the Ark”), an

mal or even superior today. But we | international network of communi-
already have a group of people in ties made up of people with intellec-
our society who, as a result of ge- tual disabilities and those who work
netics, illness, accident, or injury, are unable to functiohith them (there’s one in Cleveland). The I'’Arche com-
“normally.” Are these people simply “less human” thafinunities are not schools, hospitals, or asylums, although
others? Or are they already fully human? The buzz they provide education, health care, and professional
word for disabilities nowadays is “different abilities,” Services. Rather they are communities of people, some
and | wonder whether that isn’t the better term, evendfwhom have intellectual disabilities, who support one
it's a bit awkward. One of the books we're reading thaother in their personal growth. VanieBecoming

year isAnimals in Translatioby Temple Grandin, ~ Humanlays out the I'Arche philosophy in terms that
who has autism but also teaches animal science at

Jean Vanier's8ecoming Human,
which my class has just finished
reading, sees disabilities in a radi-

(cont. p.11)




October 2006

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wdnesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 ) 6 7
8:00amH.E. Evelyn atarea | 7:30H.E. 7:00 pm Outreac/\Women'’s Women's
9:00 Choir Clergy Meeting | 9:30 am Bible Retreat Retreat
9:30 Adult Forum Study
Sunday School 7:00 pm Choir
10:30H.E.
11:30 Coffee.
4:00 pm Blessing
of the Animals
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
8:00amH.E. 7:00pm 7:30amH.E. 12:05 pm Brown
9:00 Choir Stewardship 9:30 Bible Study | Bag: Lorelei
9:30 Adult Forumf Meeting 11:00 Book GroupBowman
Sunday School 3:00 pm Clericus
10:30HE. 7:00 pm Choir
11:30 Coffee.
\Women’s Retreal
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
TonOfLove  |7:00 pm Vestry 7:30amHE.  |10:00am
8:00amH.E. Meeting 9:30 Bible Study | Women'’s Clergy
9:00 Choir 7:00pm Choir ~ [12:05pmBB
9:30 Adult Forum Lorelei Bowman
Sunday School 1:00 pm Pottery
10:30HE. Painting
11:30 Coffee 7:00 Peace and
Justice
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Ton Of Love 7:30amH.E. 12:05pm BB
8.00amH.E. 9:30 Bible Study |Musica Felice
9:00 Choir 11:00 Book Group
9:30 Adult forum, 7:00 pm Choir
Sunday School
10:30H.E. .
11:30 Coffee Diocesan
Convention|
29 30 31
Turn Clocks
Back: Daylight
Savings ends
8:00amH.E.
9:00 Choir
9:30 Adult forum
Sunday School
10:30H.E.
11:30 CIZoffee
1

Remember, you can check the St. James’ website for calendar information and updates. Just go to

http://www.stjameswooster.org.
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i i last, I couldn’t help thinking about our church commu-
Scrlptorlum (from page 8) nity. Are we a community where people who have not

could apply to anyone and any community. “To be humade a success of their lives are truly welcome (I think
man,” says Vanier, “is to create sufficient order so thgje are), where we all see ourselves as “disabled” in

we can move on into insecurity and seeming disordeigne way or another (maybe), and where we deliberately
Why would anyone want to do that? Vanier says it's bgr to help one another to take the risk to grow and be-
cause of “the necessity of human commitment to thecome who God created us to be (sometimes)? Are we a
evolution of the new, the necessity of accepting consgy#munity that lives not for itself but for the wider com-
movement as the key to our humanity and as the onlyynity by modeling a level of freedom and forgiveness
road to becoming truly human.” Living creatively, growhat are in short supply elsewhere? Are we a community
ing and changing, sacrificing security and order for inggat is willing to risk change and novelty in order to

curity and disorder inevitably involve fear and lonelinegsove toward whatever God is inviting us to become?
Communities such as I'Arche aim to provide enough Recently two members of St. James'’s suffered injuries,
love, support, acceptance, order, and security to enable to an arm and the other to a leg. | told them that to-
their members—"‘impaired” or not—to strike out on thgether they made up one, whole, functioning person. In
lonely and frightening path of change and growth. Thgsgnse, that's what Vanier is actually saying, and | think
communities themselves must be willing torisk, to  jt's part of what St. Paul meant when he wrote about
change, and to grow. They must exist for the growth f church as the living body of Christ. It's not just a

only of their own members, but also for the growth angatter of your being blind and my being your eyes so
transformation of the society in which they exist. Realigat you can see and go places where ordinarily only

ing one’s own potential can never be separated fromsjghted people go. It's also your sharing with me the gift
helping others to realize theirs, even though it meansof hearing in the way that only a visually impaired per-
moving beyond where one is most comfortable and son hears. It's a Temple Grandin, sharing the gift of see-
sometimes facing hostility and misunderstanding fromjng the world through the eyes of an animal as only a
those with a vested interest in the status quo. person with autism can, thereby helping others to be-

_ _ _ come more human and more humane.
People are able to do this, argues Vanier, only if every-

one in the community embraces his or her own vulnepne of my students declares that this kind of community
ability. A “meeting with God,” he says, “is not first and js “impossible.” (She also admits to having “some major
foremost for those who are most clever and honorabjgoblems with religion.”) Maybe she’s right. The King-
but for those who are weak and humble and open todom of God on earth is not yet “as it is in heaven.” But
love, for those who take the way of the heart.” “Peopjgs pray that it will be, and our church community is

with disabilities,” he tells us, “have taught me what it \here we should see its outlines begin to emerge most
means to be human and...they are leading me into ac|early.

new vision of society, a more human society.” He says

that, “in order to accept other people’s disabilities and-Jehe EditOl”S Blt

help them to grow, it was fundamental for me to accept

my own.” Acknowledging that we are all in some sensevolutionize your life (“That's right, Wanda, the

“disabled,” then, is essential to our moving toward  Chopospintamatic can also be used to flush your engine

wholeness. oil, remove potentially dangerous warts, AND whip up a
tasty anchovy-and-Jell-O snack!”) Whatever the

My First-Year Seminar class and another class live inpgoduct, no matter how banal and pointless it seems, if

house near the southern edge of campus. | pointed ouiu can be persuaded that you need to call 1-800-

to my group that they had the opportunity this year WHINEEDIT, then the folks on Madison Avenue earn their

they’re together in an intentional community for living paychecks for the week.

and learning to become the kind of community Vanier

describes. But as | re®kecoming Humanwith its fre- So I'm still looking at the yellow walls, bare bookcase,

quent references to the teachings of Jesus about theand burgundy nylon-fiber carpeting squares, but calming

Kingdom of God where those who become “as little myself by remembering that after | fall asleep in a few

children” come first and those who are protected frorminutes, I'll wake up just in time to toss all my stuff in a

their vulnerability by wealth, status, and power come suitcase and check out. Did | really need all the other
trimming? | guess not.

(from page 8)
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Service
Requested
Sent with a prayer to:
What's Happening at St. James
1st Oct Blessing of the Animals, 4:00 pm
6-8th Oct Women'’s Retreat
12th Oct Brown Bag: Lorelei Bowman, 12:05 pm
19th Oct Pottery Painting, 1:00pm
Peace and Justice, 7:00 pm
29th Oct Daylight Savings Ends: TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK!
October, 2006 November, 2006
S MT WT F S S M T WT F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

29 30 31

26 27 28 29 30




