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We are half way through the Easter season,
which concludes with the celebration of
Pentecost.  Pentecost is often called the

“Birthday” of the church, since it was on Pentecost that
the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples, appearing like
tongues of fire resting on them. Then something strange
happened, people from all over could hear and under-
stand what the disciples were saying about Jesus. It used
to be very popular in church’s to have people read
portions of the event in different languages. What’s
ironic is that people speaking in languages other than
what the listeners speak is the exact opposite of what
happened with the crowd that had gathered in Jerusalem.
The purpose of the translation of languages was so that
the people gathered in Jerusalem from many different
countries could hear the witness about Jesus. What I do
like about the practice of doing the story in different
languages is that it reminds us that Jesus was not
American and that the Gospel is universal, intended for
all people, not just us.

After this shocking event, people who received the Holy
Spirit realized that they had gifts for carrying on Jesus’
ministry… some could teach, some could speak in
tongues, some could interpret tongues, some could heal,
some could preach, and on and on.  It’s easy to thing of
the Spirit’s gifts in our lives only as what tasks we can
or cannot accomplish but I think it is more productive to
think in terms of what are the fruits of the Spirit’s gift
in our life. Paul speaks of the result of the Spirit having
freedom in our lives as patience, gentleness, kindness,
and other ways of living in
an attitude and spirit as
God’s children.

The Spirit of God is given
to help us in our individual
relationship with God and
also so we can have the
strength and wisdom to
live together in the Body of
Christ, known as the
Church.  We are called
upon as much today as on
the day of Pentecost to
share the story of Jesus, to
invite others to be a part of
the church, and to use the
gifts we have been given.
Over two thousand years,
our methods have changed
a bit.

Instead of standing in the
marketplace, we have
media to spread the word.
As I mentioned in the last
newsletter, the National
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Joyce RoeSpring Ingathering for United Thank Offering is May
1st, 2005.

United Thank Offering reminds us that prayers and offer-
ings are our response to God’s love as experienced in our
lives.

UTO boxes are available on the table in the Parish Hall and on the tract stand in the south-
west entrance.  Checks may also be made out to St. James marked “U.T.O.”

Editorial
Information

The Joyful Noise is
published monthly
September through
June as a ministry of St.
James Episcopal
Church. Submissions in
accord with the Mission
of St. James are
encouraged. The
address of the Editor is
429 Kinney Circle,
Wooster, OH 44691 and
you may e-mail:
astolat@sssnet.com

Contributors this
month include:

Ruth Brown
Richard Figge
Damon Hickey
Mary Hickey
Evelyn Manzella
Jane Richardson

Folders for the last
issue were:

John Hockett
Peggy Hockett
Gladys Hunter
Jane Richardson

Saint James Episcopal Church

Corner of East North and Market Streets, Wooster, OH (330) 262-4476
Parish Hall: (330) 262-4488

Web Address: http://www.stjameswooster.org/index.html
E-mail: stjames@bright.net

Holy Eucharist Services
8:00 am and 10:00 am Sunday, 7:30 am Wednesday

Staff
Rector - The Reverend Evelyn N. Manzella (330) 262-1930
Organist - Jason Metheney (330) 769-2867
Choir Director - Ned Brooks (330) 264-9495
Parish Secretary - Gladys Hunter (330) 682-0117
Pledge Secretary - Pat Watson (330) 263-7811
Treasurer - John Cook (330) 263-0073
Ass’t Treasurer - Celia Smart (330) 262-0299
Liz Glick - Bookkeeper (220) 263-4048
Joyful Noise Editor - Russell T. Cross (330) 345-1416

When there is no priest available, call Senior Warden, Liz Glick at (330) 263-4048, or Junior Warden, John
Hockett, at (330) 345-7825 in case of emergency. Stuart Ling is available to make pastoral calls.

2005 Vestry
Jean Barnes (06)  New Member Ministry (330) 345-8586
Gwen Bayless (Vestry Clerk) (330) 264-1874
Brad Burns (07) (330) 263-7504
Velda Cross (06) Worship (330) 345-1416
Liz Glick (05)  Senior Warden (330) 263-4048
Sue Gorman (07) (330) 262-0973
Ben Gard (05) (330) 263-0540
Mary Hickey (06)  Outreach (330) 262-7059
John Hockett (05)  Junior Warden (330) 345-7825
Jim Richard (06)  Hospitality / Fellowship (330) 264-2608
Celia Smart (07) (330) 262-0299
Pat Zoller (05) Properties (330) 264-9909

The Collect for St. James’: “almighty and everlasting God, who didst move Thy servants in times past to establish and sustain
this parish of St. James: Grant us grace so to follow their good example that we in our time may fulfill Thy will for us by knowing,
loving, and sevring Thee and Thy people; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.”

The Mission of St. James Episcopal Church is to be an inclusive community of God’s people, appreciative and accepting of each
other’s gifts, who welcome all who desire to be strengthened, and loved by our Lord through offerings of worship, spiritual
growth, service, and pastoral care.
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Ropers Damon, Katie and Tim

... Gift of the Holy Spirit
Church is starting a television campaign for the late
summer and early fall. They have designed a program
to help congregations prepare to receive and keep
visitors who may be attracted to the church through
these ads. We will start this program in the first week of
May. I have been very impressed with the material. I
think it offers concrete ways for us to learn how we
welcome or (not welcome) people. It has us look at our
demographics and offers tools to help us be intentional
about welcoming people into the church, not only the
Church with a big C, but our congregation and our
lives.

In order to have as many people participate as possible,
I am offering this twice a week in May: on Sunday
mornings after the 9:00 am service for 30 minutes and
on Wednesday evenings at 6 pm for 45 minutes.  There
are only five sessions so I do hope you will make the
commitment to participate in as much of the program as
you can, regardless of how whether you have been at St.
James for 40 years or 40 days. We cannot act as if we
have everyone in the congregation that we need because
every new person brings new gifts and a new voices.
Let’s learn to welcome them as God welcomes us.

St. James’ Gets English Chim-
ing Rope                        by Damon Hickey

In the United Kingdom, where there are more than
40,000 bell ringers, church bells and bell ropes are a
serious business. For most Brits, bell ringing means
“change” ringing. According to a promotional brochure,
“Change ringing evolved in England in the early part of
the 17th century. It is a system based on numbers rather
than notes….Bells are tuned to a normal (diatonic) scale
and it is usual to start with ringing down the scale, a
sequence which ringers call ‘rounds.’ The order in
which the bells sound is then altered to give different
sequences, called ‘changes.’ This is done to a pre-set
pattern or ‘method’ and each ringer must learn that
‘method’ in order to know when his or her particular
bell must sound in each change.” The ropes used for
change ringing are woven of synthetic fiber or hemp. A
“sally” made of woolen yarn is woven into the lower
part of the rope at the time of manufacture and then
shaved smooth and tapered at the ends to produce a
soft, secure grip for the bell ringer. Whether solid-
colored or striped, the sally gives the English bell rope
its distinctive appearance.

Ropes designed to be used with individual bells that are
not change-rung are called chiming ropes, tolling ropes,
or bell pulls. St. James’ Church now has an English
chiming rope for its bell. It is 3-strand flax, 8–9 mm in

diameter, with a wine-red wool sally. It hangs by the
right-hand end of the columbarium in the north tower.
Damon and Mary Hickey commissioned it from WR
Outhwaite and Son, Ropemakers, in Hawes, North
Yorkshire, England, where bell rope has been made
since at least the 1800s. Katie Cross, with assistance
from Tim Urang and Damon Hickey, spliced it above
the ceiling into the old polyester rope. May this “warm
and fuzzy” symbol of Anglican bell ringing delight
Wooster Episcopalians young and old for years to come
as they ring out God’s praises for all to hear!

Thank you to Damon and Mary Hickey for the new
tower bell pull. It was bravely installed by Katie Cross,
Damon Hickey, and Tim Urang.

Thank you to Matt Sharp for keeping our website
functionally and for teaching Evelyn how to work on it.

Thank you to Jane Richardson for her leadership of the
Rummage Sale, and all who donated, advertised,
cleaned, sorted, sold, packed, and put the building back
together. Thank you as well to Tim Urang and all who
brought baked yummies to sell.

Special Thanks
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by Merlin Peterson

How I Spent My Week ... A
Cautionary Tale

(cont. p. 8)

On Sunday, the 13th March, Linda and I overslept
and we decided not to go to church. Instead I took
Molly, our yellow lab, for a walk in our back
yard woods. I enjoy the pooch because when I
was a kid, I always wanted a dog that would
fetch and Molly truly loves to do that. Throwing
a stick gave me an odd, heavy feeling in my chest
that slowly went away. Later that morning Linda
and I went to the outlet mall to buy a garment
bag. I got that same heavy feeling in my chest
and I had no energy so I had Linda carry the bag.
This time my left arm got a little tingly. I called Dr.
Ofori who told me that if I get that feeling it is prob-
ably my acid reflux but it could be my heart, so to be
safe I should go to the ER.

I got to the ER, fiddled around for what seemed hours,
and was then admitted to the hospital. They didn’t see
anything really wrong, but now that I was in their
clutches they were not about to let go of me. I got
stabbed numerous times for blood samples and waited
in the hospital room. Later that day Dr. Moodispaw
told me they weren’t confident there was nothing
wrong, so just to be safe, in the morning I would get a
stress test. That night every four hours I got blood tests
and every four hours they took vitals.

Monday: I went down for a stress test, had the prelimi-
nary x-rays, and waited in the hallway feeling a breeze
blowing up my back. Dr. Ofori came out and said they
were going to send me back to my room so Dr.
Moodispaw would come talk with me. I started to get a
feeling something was screwy. Dr. Moodispaw came up
and talked with me and said they needed secondary
blood tests. Eventually, they – Drs. Moodispaw, Ofori,
and Nick – thought it would be a good idea for a heart
catherization on Tuesday morning. It’s not good when
you are ganged up on by three cardiac doctors, let
alone just one.

Linda called Evelyn and told her about this, and she
asked if she should come down to visit. Not being
serious, I had Linda tell her a visit was not necessary
because the Baptists had already been to see me. All
day Monday I kept thinking, “this is really stupid” and
“what the heck am I doing here?”

Tuesday: Jeff from the catherization lab came in and

told me about the catherization
process that I had been through
three years ago, so I remembered
him and the process. I went
down on the cart, still feeling
stupid as they rolled me into the
a lead-lined room While I was
awake, Dr. Moodispaw did his
thing by running a small catheter
into a small insertion in my
groin. He poked around and then
introduced some dye into my
blood and … Shazam!... there
was a significant blockage in one
artery and a lesser blockage in a

second. The Wooster hospital is not set up for
angioplasty and stints so they arranged for me to go to
Akron to have that procedure done there. I just couldn’t
believe this was happening. Linda called Evelyn and
Shirley (my substitute mom) and filled them in. An
ambulance showed up and off I went for my fun-filled
Tuesday in Akron.

I arrived at Akron General where they were ready for me.
They carted me into the surgery room and prepped me to
get stints for two different arteries on my heart. Dr.
Tobias is also a really nice guy and most importantly,
very competent. I asked him how long he had been doing
this and he said six hours. He laughed and said he’d
really been at it for almost 20 years. As he ran a catheter
up my leg he talked about playing golf at Hawks Nest
and the difficulty of hole 13. I didn’t have the heart to tell
him that the only hole not difficult for me is the one
where I put my key in the car ignition when I leave. He
got the catheter in place and said he was going to expand
the balloon to enlarge the artery and compress the
plague. Jeez-o-pete, I thought I was going to die! My
heart hurt, I was horribly nauseous, my arm went a little
numb, and then he asked, “Are you all right?” “Nooo, I
feel terrible!”

Now stop and think about it. What happens when you
get a heart attack? You get a massive immediate block-
age in an artery so your heart starves for blood – sort of
like when someone blows up a balloon in an artery. He’d
given me a controlled heart attack! He then ran in a stint
and … oh shucks, the blockage is so long they get to do
this again and put in a second stint in line with the first.
That’s right, another controlled heart attack! Fortunately
they had given me some medication, so this one wasn’t
as bad.
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Please add your name to the sign up
sheets on the bulletin board for
greeters and Coffee Hour hosts/
hostesses.

Chip Cook is going to Ohio
Wesleyan University in Dela-
ware, Ohio in the fall. He has
received an annual scholarship
and believes he would like to
study Chemistry with an
Environmental Sciences minor.
Chip’s family will celebrate
with a graduation party-in-the-
yard on Saturday, May 28th at
their home 3252 Shelly Blvd.
Food will be served at 5:00pm
and the Cooks would like to

invite the parish. Please bring only yourself and a funny
story, picture, word-of-advice, memory, cartoon, or good
wishes to put in a book for the graduate.

Andrew Fitz Gibbon is graduating this June from
Wooster High School. Next fall he will be attending
Earlham College in Richmond Indiana, where he plans
to pursue music and physics. He is hoping to continue
playing trumpet (perhaps there is an Episcopal church in
Richmond that needs his talents), and is planning to run
cross-country and track for Earlham.

David Michael Grenert will be graduating from
Wooster High School on May 29th, 2005. He will be
attending The Ohio State University (Mansfield) in the
fall of 2005 and plans to major in Business.  His e-mail
address is: woo_lax@yahoo.com

Joshua James Wilburn will be graduating from the
University of Texas at Austin with Highest Honors on
May 20th, 2005 with degrees in Philosophy and Reli-
gious Studies. He has been awarded a five year fellow-
ship with the Classical Philosophy department at
Princeton University, which he will begin this fall.  He
plans to eventually teach at a university.  His e-mail
address is:
agoodrolemodel@yahoo.com

Meals Together - All are
Wecome at the Table
You can feel it in the air - change, that is. Winter
appears to have left, leaving a sense of possibility and
newness in the breeze. With this change of season the
Outreach Committee has reviewed the calendar of
events for the year, and has decided to move our annual
Meals Together dinner (for which we have planned,
prepared food, and hosted for the last few years) from
the autumn to spring.

On Thursday, May 26, 2005 we will host what will be
a Pre-Memorial Day picnic at the United Methodist
Church in Wooster. We will have chicken or pork (to be
decided) sandwiches, tossed salad, macaroni salad,
applesauce, chips, and ice cream. Volunteers will be
needed to help prepare the sandwiches, and to set up,
serve and clean up. The meal usually runs between 4:00
pm to 6:00 pm. A sign-up sheet for this event will be
posted on the bulletin board.

While we realize that this is a busy time for families, we
ask that you consider these two hours out of your
schedule to come to the table and break bread with our
community at large. As Ralph Waldo Emerson said “ It
is one of the most beautiful compensations of life, that
no man can sincerely try to help another without helping
himself.” Our evening with the Meals Together Program
has always been a time of mutual blessing. We hope you
will join us.

For information about how you can help or for more
details, please contact Cameron Maneese.

Have you ever though you’d be willing and want to host
Coffee Hour if only you knew where the coffee pots
were and how the dishwasher is run?  Here’s your
opportunity to get in “the know.”  On May 22nd, there
will be a run-through Coffee Hour for everyone who
would like to learn how to host this important hospital-
ity. All mysteries will be revealed.  Time details will be
published in the bulletin.
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May Anniversaries

5/79   Mark and Barbara Kraker
9/85   Dwight and Molly Mathias 20 yrs.
16/80   John and Cathy Cook 25 yrs.
18/96   Brian and Susan Anderson
22/93   Brad and Mary Burns
24/92   John and Peggy Hockett
25/85   Phil and Karin Harriman 20 yrs.
30/92   Bill and Marilyn Blanchard
            Peter and Jill Sanford

May Birthdays

1        Barbara Sharp
2 Barbara Brooks

Marcy Richard
3 Christine Anfang
4 Camerone Maneese

Michael Richard
Jamey Smart

5 Jessica Sanford
6 David Grenert
8 Janet Brayer
10 Peggy Hockett

Michael Peterson
11 Lauren Grifo
12 John Zoller
17 Sarah McGinty
18 Thomas Fitz Gibbon

Mallory Evans
19 Jim Smart

Susan Brooks Campion
Madeline Burns

22 Susan Figge
Taylor Grenert

23 Ginny Rivers
Betty Martin

24 Mary Lou
Lathrop

25 Roseanne Anfang
Tyler Kraker

26 Mary Harriman
27 Louise Hamel

Phil Harriman
30 Hal Cook
31 Laila Dutton

Jean Barnes
Barbara Breeden
Schmenk
Drew Timothy

The cost for flowers is $40 plus tax for two arrangements. You are welcome to
share dates with another family. If you wish to donate, please sign the calendar
in the North Street Entrance. Flowers are ordered by Connie Cook or Velda
Cross, altar guild directors, from Com-Patt-ibles, who sends a bill to the
parishioner. If you have special instructions, please indicate it on the calendar or
give Connie or Velda a call on (330) 345-1416.

May 1 Robert Davis in memory of his wife, Marilyn
May 8 Michael and Kimberly Symonds in memory of Nicole
May 15 Shirley Buytendyk in celebration of the birthday of her grandson, Andrew
May 22 John and Peggy Hockett in celebration of their anniversary
May 29 open

The 2005 flower calendar is posted in the North Street entrance, if you would like to provide flowers for the
Sunday services.

Well friends, the St. James Annual Rummage and Bake
is now over. We made about $1800.00 this year, which
is lower than last year but we kept our prices very low
due to the economy and high gas prices. Thanks to June
Hulit who made all the wonderful posters and flyers, and
took them around town to post in windows and stores.
I wish to thank the countless number of you who
donated items to the sale, the 25+ of you (including one
child on Saturday for clean up) who helped set up, sort,
throw out, hang up, wash, polish, sell and clean up.

Tim Urang was in charge of the bake sale, which
realized about $60+. Thanks to the many who baked so
generously and donated.  Boy, the baked goods looked
so yummy  - especially those pies and coffee cakes. The
peanut brittle was completely sold out within a few
hours.

It was a pleasure to see so many happy faces as they
came to the check out table. It was obviously they were
delighted with their purchases. This annual sale could
not be done without the help of so many - Thanks and
Thanks again., from Jane Richardson

Rummage Sale

May 5 College of Wooster Woodwind Quintet
May 12 Musica Felice

Ken Shafer, harpsichord
Marna Mateer, cello
William Mateer, recorder

May 19 Stephen Brown, organ pops

Donations benefit the Viola Starzman Free Clinic.
Complimentary coffee and tea provided.

Brown Bag Series
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Kent Haruf. Plainsong, Vintage Books, 1999, 301
pages, $24.95

Kent Haruf: Eventide, Alfred A. Knopf, 2004, 300
pages, $24.95.

(cont. page 11)

When Bishop Mark Hollingsworth visited St. James
Church recently, he was asked what he liked to

read. He responded that he read a lot, especially poetry
and fiction, and that he had recently read and especially
liked Kent Haruf’s Plainsong.

Plainsong is the third of Haruf’s novels to be set in the
fictional high-plains community of Holt, Colorado, and
the first to receive widespread critical acclaim: it was a
National Book Award finalist. Haruf has followed it
with Eventide, which follows the
lives of the characters introduced in
Plainsong, plus some new ones.

Haruf’s style of writing is plain and
spare, and his characters and
situations sharply drawn, like the
landscape of his windswept town in
the heart of ranching country. There
is not a prominent person among his
characters. We first meet Victoria
Roubideaux in Plainsong as a
pregnant, husbandless, homeless
high-school student. One of her
teachers, from whom she seeks help,
decides that two old bachelor cattle
ranchers, the McPheron brothers,
who have no one else in the world
but each other, need to expand their
horizons. So she takes Victoria to
live with them. The two men’s lives
and Victoria’s and her baby’s are
transformed.

Yet somehow Haruf manages to
evoke the sharpest emotions without
trying to pull the reader’s strings.
When the McPheron brothers attempt to adjust to a
pregnant teen-age girl in their home, his deadpan
narrative and dialog are hilarious. Tears follow as
readily from his unadorned and unsentimental descrip-
tions of a fatal accident and its aftermath. His straight-
forward description of the beating of two young children
by their drunken great uncle is chilling and infuriating.
Haruf does not judge; he describes. Even the abusive

uncle is human, and there is one point in his story
where I felt almost sorry for him, despite the destruc-
tive effects of his brutality on the children and their
inadequate but loving parents.

Religion and regular churchgoers are noticeably absent
from these books. In Eventide, when Victoria, with her
little daughter in tow, goes away to college in Fort
Collins, she tries to explain to a young woman at her
apartment complex about the two elderly ranchers who
brought her and helped her move in. The woman asks,

“Are they your grandfathers or something?”
“No.”
“Who are they? Your uncles?”
“No….We’re not related that way,” Victoria

said. “They saved me two years ago when I needed
help so badly. That’s why they’re
here.”

“They’re preachers, you
mean.”

‘No. They’re not preachers.
But they did save me. I don’t know
what I would’ve done without them.
And nobody better say a word
against them.”

“I’ve been saved too,” the girl
said. “I praise Jesus every day of
my life.”

“That’s not what I meant,”
Victoria said. “I wasn’t talking
about that at all.”

That’s the only mention of Jesus or
religion. Haruf is writing about the
ways in which ordinary people
sometimes respond to the needs of
other ordinary people, and discover
in the process that a need they
hadn’t even realized in themselves
has been filled too. Does he assume
that religious people in their
churches do that for one another as

a matter of course? Or does he assume that religious
people in their churches are less likely to open their
lives, hearts, and homes to the likes of Victoria
Roubideaux—or that they wouldn’t do so without
expecting her to accept Jesus as lord, follow their rules,
and join their churches?

But for Christians, is it only those who accept Jesus
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by Ruth Brown

Sunday, May 15, 2005 has been
designated as Stroke Awareness
Sunday by the American Heart
Association. Heart disease and
stroke kills more than 950,000
people each year.

Stroke Warning Signs:

• Sudden numbness or weakness of the face, arm
or leg, especially on one side of the body

• Sudden confusion, trouble speaking or under-
standing

• Sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes
• Sudden trouble walking, dizziness, loss of

balance or coordination
• Sudden severe headache with no known cause

Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are difficult to identify.
Unfortunately, the lack of awareness can spell disaster.
The stroke victim may suffer brain damage when people
nearby fail to recognize the symptoms of a stroke. Now
doctors say a bystander can recognize a stroke by asking
three simple questions:

••••• Ask the individual to SMILE
••••• Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS
••••• Ask the person to SPEAK A SIMPLE SEN-

TENCE

If he or she has trouble with any of these tasks, call 9-1-
1 immediately and describe the symptoms to the dis-
patcher. Also, check the time so you’ll know when the
first symptoms appeared. If given within three hours of
the start of symptoms, a clot-busting drug can reduce
long-term disability for the most common type of stroke.

If you have any questions, please call Ruth Brown or
Barbara Tickton.

I was wheeled to a bed and the nurses came out of the
walls and attacked me. I wasn’t allowed to move for two
hours, which of course, I didn’t. Linda and Sharon were
worn out by the ordeal, so they finally went home for the
night. As they were leaving, my nurse removed the 6”
stint in my leg and pressed with all her weight on the
incision for ½ hour. After that, they put a 10 lb bag of
sand on my leg so there was constant pressure – and so I
wouldn’t move that leg for 4 hours for fear of breaking
open the incision.

About 11:00 that night they took off the bag of sand, but
I still couldn’t move the right leg or right arm till
morning. My back was in such pain that they gave me
two different painkillers, which didn’t do diddly and so
they moved to morphine. At last, I was in happy land
and slept when they weren’t poking and probing and
checking.

Wednesday: Linda came back to the hospital and I was
feeling halfway good. We went through a short class on
nutrition and rehabilitation, and then got checked out to
go home. They give us a discharge paper and on it, for
the first time, I saw the amount of blockage and why
they were anxious at Wooster to get me to Akron: 90%
in the main front artery and 75% in the back artery.

Here comes the kicker: some of you may remember last
fall that I hurt my back and ended up in a Hospital in
Indiana. Due to that back injury, Dr. Sanford and others
told me to quit splitting firewood and to change what
and how I did things. More simply, slow down. Which I
did. I just could not work like I had and Linda would flat
out not let me. Thank God for Linda watching, caring,
and loving me, and thank God for a bad back. Dr.
Tobias told Linda that if I had not slowed down as I did,
I would probably have had a massive heart attack and
could have died It’s funny how what we think are bad
things, turn out to be good. I related this to Evelyn and
also told her that the Baptist at the Wooster Hospital
was so nice that Linda and I decided to go to St. James
and the Baptist church on alternate Sundays. Evelyn
was fine with that because at least that way she would
know on Sundays we were always going to be in church.
Then she laughed.

So here is the really important part. I had a catherization
three years ago and at that time there was virtually no
blockage in any of my arteries, maybe 25% at the most,

... A Cautionary Tale (from page 4)

(concludes p. 11)

Communion can be brought to you
at home or in the hospital whether
you find you cannot make it to
church for two weeks or two
months. Please call the office if
you would like to arrange for
communion.

Home Communion



9

Speaking of Movies by Richard Figge
Millions

(cont. page 11)

Danny Boyle’s Millions is a sweet and delicately
masterful film that might have been mawkish and

embarrassing in the hands of a less skillful filmmaker.

Millions tells the story of two young boys living near
Liverpool whose mother has recently died and whose
father (James Nesbitt) decides to move the family out of
their old house, presumably a place of terribly sad
memories, and into a brand new development for a fresh
and hopeful start. The two brothers
have different ways of looking at the
world. Seven year old Damian (Alex
Etel) is preoccupied with the lives of
saints and can rattle off their names,
dates, and the grim details of their
deaths, much to the discomfort of his 9
year old brother Anthony (Lewis
McGibbon), who is by far the more
practical of the two. It is Anthony, for
instance, who demonstrates that if you
announce to a shopkeeper, “Our mum is dead,” you are
far more likely to get something for free.

Having moved into the new house, Damian uses appli-
ance boxes to build a playhouse near the railroad tracks.
In this make-believe setting, he is visited by his first
saint, the charming and whimsical Clare of Assisi.
Really, or is he imagining it? Don’t expect anything so
flatfooted from this director as an explanation. Besides,
it’s Damian’s story, and we are privileged to see it from
his point of view. In any event, you’ll be interested to
note that saints sometimes take a moment off to smoke a
cigarette. In the course of the film you will also meet St.
Peter, St. Nicholas, and St. Francis of Assisi.

At about this point a satchel of money lands on
Damian’s cardboard house. Being who he is, and
assuming it has fallen from the sky, Damian, who seems
destined for sainthood himself, interprets it as a gift
from God and believes that he is meant use it to help
others. But what do you do with 289,000 pounds? The
realistic, indeed precociously savvy Anthony thinks
immediately of real estate investment and currency
speculation. Money can also be used to buy acceptance
and popularity at school. But their first act of generosity
is to take a group of poor people for a huge meal at
Pizza Hut. Nicely done, but there is still so much money
to be used.

When Dorothy, a charity worker (Daisy Donovan),
makes an appeal at school for the poor in Africa,
students willingly part with some of their coins. Damian
contributes 1,000 pounds, which suddenly attracts a lot
of attention. It also provides the opportunity for this
lovely young woman to meet the boys’ lonely father.

In a fictional conceit of the film that introduces a special
urgency to the storyline, the English economy is about
to embrace the Euro. People are lining up at banks, the

deadline is rapidly approaching,
and the old currency is about to
become worthless. How are two
young boys with a secret stash
going to convert a huge amount of
money?

We soon learn that the money has
been tossed from a train as part of
an elaborately orchestrated rob-
bery, and soon one of the gangsters

(menacingly played by Christopher Fulford) shows up
looking for it. Cornering Damian, he lets him know that
if he knows what’s good for him, he’ll convert the cash
and hand over the Euros.

The gentle, clever script by Frank Cottrell Boyce, works
out the twists of plot to the satisfaction of everyone but
the gangsters. It also looks at issues of human relation-
ships, of why we are here, and the tangles we get into as
the result of right and wrong decisions for ourselves and
others, whether based on calculation or faith. It also
offers an authentic miracle or two.

Alex Etel and Lewis McGibbon are simply amazing in
their first screen appearances. There is no forced
cuteness, no over-the-top adorableness. Credit goes to
these gifted performers and to the restraint of the
director, who gives us the world seen through the eyes
of the children. Many viewers are doing a double take
when they realize that Danny Boyle is the same man
who directed the gritty, cynical Trainspotting. Given
this demonstration of the range of his gifts, we can only
wonder what he may do next.

Short Take: The 2004 Oscar for Best Documentary
Feature went to Zana Briski and Ross Kauffman for
Born into Brothels, which takes us into the lives of the
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May 2005
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18

8:00 am H.E.
9:00 Choir
9:10 Groundwork
Program
9:30 Sunday
School - last day
10:00 H.E
11:00 Coffee

7:30 am H.E.
Evelyn at
Gambier
6:00 pm Ground-
work Program
7:00 Choir

19 20 21

22 2423
JN Deadline

7:30 am H.E.
Evelyn at Clergy
Day
11:00 Book group
6:00 pm Ground-
work Program
7:00 Choir

25

1

26 27 28

3:00 pm War-
dens’ Meeting

12:05 pm Brown
Bag Series

29 30

12:05 pm
Brown Bag
Series

EVELYN VAC.

EVELYN VAC.

EVELYN VAC. EVELYN VAC. EVELYN VAC. EVELYN VAC. EVELYN VAC.

Evelyn will be on vacation May 20
through the 27th.  If you have an
emergency, please call the office, Liz
Glick, Sr. Warden, or John Hockett, Jr.
Warden.

31

       UTO Ingather-
ing
8:00 & 10:00 am
H.E.
9:00 Choir
9:10-9:40 Ground-
work Program
9:30 Sunday School
11:00 Coffee
Grubby Sunday

8:00 pm Choral
Union Concert -
McGaw Chapel

7:30 am H.E.
6:00 pm Ground-
work Program
7:00 Choir

EVELYN AT
FRESH START

12:05 pm Brown
Bag Series
7:00 Outreach
Meeting

7:00 pm Vestry
Meeting

People to People
8:00 am H.E.
9:00 Choir
9:10 Groundwork
Program
10:00 H.E
11:00 Coffee

EVELYN VAC.

8:00 am H.E.
9:00 Choir
9:10 Groundwork
Program
9:30 Coffee Hour
Training
10:00 H.E
11:00 Coffee

7:30 am M.P.
11:00 Book
Group
6:00 pm Ground-
work Program
7:00 Choir

Meals Together

9:00 am H.E.
Recognition of
Graduates
10:00 Brunch

Memorial Day
Office Closed

EVELYN VAC.

When you or a member of your family
is in the hospital, please let the office
know. Due to new privacy regula-
tions, the hospital is no longer allowed
to give us that information.
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Speaking of Movies (from p.9)

children of the red light district of Calcutta, and it is a
revelation. What are the prospects for children born into
this wretched milieu?

Not content with merely recording, Briski and Kauffman
enlisted a group of children by giving them cameras and
asking them to make pictures of their world. Some real
talent was discovered, perhaps leading to worlds and
lives outside the brothels.

Purists have criticized this film for frankly eschewing
objectivity; so evidently present are the filmmakers in
the lives of these children that it has been asked whose
story is being told here. Likewise, because they concen-
trate so intently on the children and their project, Briski
and Kauffman almost lose sight of the environment and
what produced it. Nevertheless, we come to identify with
these children and consider what they could become
under other circumstances, and as we read the texts at
the end of the film, we can only rejoice with those whose
chances will be realized and weep for those who, for a
variety of reasons, are left behind.

Christ as their personal lord and savior who are saved?
Bishop Mark says that what the church does best is call
attention to what God is already doing. Jesus created
community everywhere he went, out of all manner of
ordinary people—even from his cross when he created a
new family out of his mother and his favorite disciple.
In calling Jesus our lord and savior, aren’t we calling
attention to what God is already doing in the lives of
ordinary people who accept and love one another as
generously as many of Kent Haruf’s characters do?
Victoria Roubideaux says she wasn’t talking about that
at all, but maybe, without realizing it, she was.

In these books, community keeps happening. It happens
unexpectedly among people of different ages, different
social backgrounds, different sexes: a pregnant half-
breed teen-age girl and two old bachelor rancher
brothers, two high-school teachers, two young brothers
and a dying elderly woman, a boy living with his
grandfather and a girl living with her disturbed mother,
a lonely rancher and a social worker. Not every story in
Holt has a happy ending. But over and over, people who
are living lives of quiet desperation are helped to
muddle through, and some are even saved, by other
people who are sometimes equally desperate. These

Scriptorium (from p. 7)

people are real, so real in fact that it’s hard to believe
they’re fictional, and even harder to let go of them.
Eventide ends,

And still in the room they sat together quietly,
the old man with his arm around this kind woman,
waiting for what would come.

Having learned to love these fictional people, I can only
hope that what will come is another sequel.

in one. I watched my diet, eliminated some foods, and
thought I was being a good boy. In three years, my
blockage went from 25% to 90% while I was control-
ling my diet. I literally went through hell on Tuesday the
15th and hope and pray I never will go through that
again.

I implore all of you: Wake up, eat a sensible diet,
exercise daily, and see a doctor for a periodic exam of
your heart and blood chemistry, just so you can get and
stay healthy. It is my sincere hope that the experience I
endured will give you time to think about yourself and
take better care of yourself. I consider all of you very,
very good friends and would hate to see any of you
suffer or die because I didn’t try to suggest better, life-
giving options. I joked about the doctors and our
hospital but also stress they are all very competent,
special, caring people. I am very thankful for their
presence in my life.

With you in Christ, Merlin

... A Cautionary Tale (from page 8)
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Sent with a prayer to:

What’s Happening at St. James

1st  May First “Groundwork Program” meeting, 9:10 - 9:40 am

3rd May Choral Union Concert, 8:00 pm

22nd May Coffee Hour training, 9:30 am

26th May Meals Together - contact Cameron Maneese

21st May Holy Eucharist, Recognition of Graduates, followed by Brunch, 9:00 am

30th May Memorial Day

May, 2005

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

April, 2005

S M T W T F S
1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30


